1875 .] 


Surgery. 


543 


siveness. Its moderate price, also, is a matter of importance in hospital admin¬ 
istration, as a kilogramme is to be had for twelve or fifteen francs ; and as a 
litre at 1 per cent, contains ten grammes, the price of which is from twelve to 
fifteen centimes, next to water itself it is the cheapest article that can be 
employed. 

At a recent meeting of the Soci6t6 de Thdrapeutique (Bullet, de Thirap., 
July 30), M. Orequy strongly recommended chloral as an injection in oztena, in 
the proportion of two parts to 250 of water. He places a caoutchouc tube in 
the vessel containing the solution, and, raising this above the patient’s head, 
allows the fluid to pass into the nose by siphon action. Several members of 
the Society testified to the utility of the solution as an application in scrofu¬ 
lous and fetid ulcers, in the eschars produced by decubitus, etc.— Med. Times 
and Gaz., Aug. 21, 1875, from Journ. de Thtrap., July 25, 1875. 

42. Ligature of a Main Artery to arrest Inflammation. —Mr. 0. F. Maun¬ 
der, in one of his Lettsomian lectures on the surgery of the arteries, gives the 
following facts and conclusions regarding the ligature of a main artery to arrest 
inflammation. 

“That ligature of the superficial femoral artery has arrested acute inflamma¬ 
tion consequent on wound of the knee-joint. 

“ That ligature of a main artery will quickly diminish profuse suppuration, 
and prevent death by exhaustion. 

“That, while it arrests profuse suppuration, it will, by allowing the patient 
to gain strength, afford an opportunity for amputation at a future time. 

“ That gangrene and secondary hemorrhage, as the result of ligature, should 
not be anticipated in the healthy subject. 

“That the dread of these has arisen from our knowledge of the consequences 
of the ligature in instances of known diseased vessels—aneurism, for example. 

“That a slough on the heel, caused by the pressure of a splint, was quickly 
detached, and the wound soon closed, although the superficial femoral bad been 
tied a few days previously. 

“ That symptoms of inflamed bone, “ starting pains,” quickly disappeared. 

“That the arterial tensiou of the rest of the body will be increased benefi¬ 
cially by the ligature. 

“Such, Mr. President, are the conclusions at which T have arrived from a 
review of the above subject; but, seeing that this operation was originated in 
America long before I was born, while 1 thought it had been first, suggested by 
me in 1866, I may well say ‘there is nothing new under the sun.’ Lancet, 
July 10, 1875. 

43. Two Cases of Aneurism, one of the Carotid and one of the Femoral Ar¬ 
tery, treated by Wire Compress,both successful. —Mr. J. Dix, of Hnil, communi¬ 
cated these cases to the Surgical Section of the British Medical Association. 
His operation is as follows : The artery is cut down on. and the wire is drawn 
under the artery by the aneurism-needle in the usual way. Each end of the 
wire is then attached to a needle, and so brought out through the tissues by 
the side of, but clear of the wound, so that the ends are about half an inch 
from each other. A piece of cork is placed between the points of exit of the 
wire, and pressed firmly down in the course of the artery ; and over this the 
wire is tighly twisted till the circulation is stopped. In each of the cases re¬ 
lated, a feeble current of blood was admitted into the sac for three days, and 
only on the fourth day was it entirely cut off. In twenty-four hours afterwards, 
consolidation of the aneurism had taken place. The wire is removable at any 
time, and in these cases was removed on the sixth and seventh days. This the 
author considered one of the greatest advantages of his method, as it allows 
the gradual establishment of the collateral circulation, and greatly diminishes 
the risk of gangrene, if not removing it altogether. It does not cut the inner 
coats of the artery, nor cause ulceration of its outer coat; its blood-channel 
is intact, and hemorrhage cannot possibly occur. Bleeding (the greatest dan¬ 
ger from ligature) is entirely abolished; and gangrene, the next most fatal 
risk, is much diminished. The wire compress has other advantages over the 
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ligature. Thus it is not a foreign body in the wound, and therefore does not ex¬ 
cite suppuration and impede breathing. It is applicable to all arteries alike.— 
Dr. Pirrie (Aberdeen) said that a great deal had been brought forward on 
acupressure. Since 1854, he had used no other method of arresting hemor¬ 
rhage in any operation, unless in those on the tongue, upper jaw, and deep 
tumours of neck. His belief in it was unshaken ; and acupressure, defined as 
“ metallic compression, removable at pleasure.” he believed to be one of the 
greatest improvements in modern surgery. In regard to its use in aneurism, 
there was no time to discuss it, although lie would have been most happy to do 
so.— British Medical Journal, Aug. 28, 1875. 

44 Concluding Report of a Case of Innominate Aneurism, treated by Liga¬ 
ture of the Left Common Carotid and Subclavian. — Our readers will remem¬ 
ber the report of this case, which appeared in our number for April last, page 
555. As the case may be considered one of some surgical interest, and an 
example of a mode of treatment as yet on its trial, we publish the ultimate 
result of the case as reported in the Lancet, for July 31, 1875. 

The operation was performed on September 8th, and up to date of last report 
the man was going on favourably. The subclavian wound had firmly healed, 
and there was but a little stain of discharge from a granulating spot in the line 
of the carotid incision. The patient had little or no pain, the impulse was less, 
the bruit was less marked, and there was very trifling impediment to his deglu¬ 
tition, and he was allowed to go about the ward. 

On October 24th he very imprudently went out of his room with simply his 
night-dress on, remaining some half an hour out of his bed in the cold. The 
next morning, he was taken with shivering, and had rheumatic-like pains gene¬ 
rally. The pulse rose to 95, the impulse became very marked above the clavicle, 
and a little bleeding came on from the lowest part of the carotid wound. 
Ordered a mixture of carbonate of ammonia, chlorate of potash, and tincture 
of aconite, half a minim, every four hours. 

October 25. Pulse 88. 

26</i. Pulse 80 ; impulse less. No pain. 

‘21 th. Pulse 80. 

28 th. Pulse 76. To take the mixture at eleven, four, and nine o’clock. 

29 th. Pulse 76. Mixture at eleven and nine o’clock. 

30 th. Pulse 75. Bowels too relaxed. To take two minims of tincture of 
aconite, twenty-five minims of chlorodyne, and one ounce of infusion of gentian, 
twice a day. 

31*f. Pulse 92. Cough very troublesome last night, and after a paroxysm 
free hemorrhage came on from carotid wound at 9 P. M. Applied lint soaked 
in tincture of iron, and strapping, and gave a dose of solution of morphia. 
This morning lies in a sleepy state. No more hemorrhage ; tumour pulsating 
forcibly; marked oedema of left hand ; some oedema of feet. 

November 1. Pulse 95. Hemorrhage again last night after a bad fit of 
coughing. 

2d. Pulse 96. No hemorrhage. 

3d. Pulse 96. Coughs up a tenacious mucus. 

4th. Pulse 88; impulse feeble. 

bth. Pulse 86. Hemorrhage at 5 o’clock this morning. 

7 th. Pulse feeble. No particular pain in the chest. Has had a little oedema 
of right eyelid for the last two or three days, and to-day the cornea looks 
cloudy, and is apparently perishing. 

9 th. Cornea has given way ; vitreous and lens escaped ; eye collapsed. Pace 
a little drawn to left; swallows without much difficulty. 

lOlh. Hemorrhage again at 8.30 when in the act of smoking ; arrested by the 
same means as before. Has no difficulty of breathing if he turns his head to 
the right, but it comes on if he turns it to the left. 

ll</i. Pulse weak aud intermitting; complains of no pain, but, putting his 
hands together, says “ his breath is like that.” 

1 2th. Died comatose at 10 o'clock this morning. 

Necropsy, six hours after death. —Body thin, but not emaciated. Base of 



